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Date(s) Used 
 

January 18, 2011 

Civics Category 
 

III. U.S. History and Government and Citizenship Preparation 

 

II. Civic Participation 
Civics Objective 
 

4. Government and Law - Identify, access, and complete 

applications to agencies that provide identification cards and/or 

other services such as the BMV, social security, and immigration. 

 

25. Employment – Resources - Identify, describe, select, and 

access free or low-cost employment related services. 

 
Time Frame to Complete 
Lesson 
 

1 to 2 hours 

EFL(s) 
 

Levels 1-2 

Standard(s)/Components of 
Performance 
 

Read with Understanding 

Benchmark(s) 
 

R.1.2. – R.2.2. Use strategies to understand text. 

R.1.4.  Recognize important personal information in print. 

R.1.6. - R.2.6  Complete a task. 
Materials 
 

o 1040-EZ Tax form available from: 

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040ez.pdf 

o Vocabulary list available from: 

http://www.rpi.edu/web/isss/Taxes/tax_vocab.html 

o Bilingual dictionaries 

 
Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Step 1 – The teacher asks the students what income tax is and 

who must file income taxes. 

o Step 2 – The teacher presents the vocabulary list for the tax 

form. 

o Step 3 – Students use bilingual dictionaries to look up 

vocabulary and/or definitions in order to clarify 

understanding. 
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o Step 4 – The teacher distributes the tax forms.  Students look 

over the tax forms by themselves and locate (circle or 

highlight) the vocabulary words they have learned.  Then, the 

students find a partner and compare the vocabulary.  Then, the 

pairs find a third partner and work to understand the whole 

sentences containing the vocabulary words on the tax form.   

o Step 5 – Groups present to the class their understanding of the 

tax forms. 

o Step 6 - The teacher clarifies the vocabulary and tax forms 

and answer students’ questions. 
Assessment/ 
Evidence 
 
 

Students’ explanations of the vocabulary and tax forms. 

Reflection The students enjoyed learning about taxes through the game-style 

exercise. 
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Tax Vocabulary 
 
Alien: generally, any person who is not a U.S. citizen. 
 
Student: person temporarily in the U.S. on an F, J, Q, or M visa. 
 
Teacher or Trainee: person who is not a student & who is temporarily in the U.S. 
on a J or Q visa. 
 
Dependents: generally, spouse and children living in the same home. 
 
Compensation/Earnings: wages, salaries, tips. 
 
Income: wages, salaries, tips, interest, dividends, some scholarships/fellowship 
grants. 
 
IRS: Internal Revenue Service 
 
Income Tax Return: statement filed (submitted) by individual taxpayer to the IRS 
or State of New York. 
 
Withholding: U.S. income tax automatically taken from your paycheck. 
 
Exempt Individual: person who does not have to count days of presence in the 
U.S. 
 
Effectively Connected Income: All income, gain or loss from U.S. sources. This 
pertains to F, J, Q and M visa holders. 
 
Standard Deduction: standard amount that individuals may subtract from 
income when calculating taxes owed. 
 
Itemized Deductions: additional amount that individuals may subtract from 
income when calculating taxes owed. Example: charitable contributions, state 
and local tax withheld, etc. 
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